
Hoag Lung Cancer Screening Program  
& Nodule Service

Hoag’s Lung Cancer Screening Program focuses on catching lung cancer 
early – when it is potentially curable. Using low-dose CT scans, Hoag’s 
expert team works alongside the community to screen individuals at risk. 

What is a lung cancer screening?
Lung cancer screening is completed using a low-dose CT scan. In this test, an X-ray machine capture 
images of your lungs using low-doses of radiation. Multiple national studies have shown substantial benefits 
of low-dose CT screening in patients at high risk for lung cancer. 

Who should be evaluated?
•  Current or former smokers ages 55 to 80 years old with a greater than 30 pack year* smoking history,  

as recommended by the US Preventative Services Task Force.  
*A pack years history is number of packs smoked per day multiplied by number of years smoked.

•  Current or former smokers ages 55-77, who meet certain criteria, Medicare will cover screening cost. 

What is my next step? 
Meet with your primary care physician or pulmonologist to discuss your lung health concerns, your eligibility 
for coverage and the decision for screening. Hoag also offers a service focused on the discussion and 
assessment if lung cancer screening is right for you. Your physician may refer you, or you can refer yourself.   

How often should screening occur?
Yearly. A low-dose CT exam for lung cancer screening should be a yearly test in individuals with significant 
cigarette smoking histories. A lung cancer nodule may be slow growing. One year a test can be negative, 
then by the next year, imaging could detect a small nodule – when treatment is most effective. 

Is this covered by my insurance?
Medicare and other insurance carriers will now reimburse the cost of lung cancer screening for patients  
who meet certain criteria. Hoag also offers an affordable cash rate for those who do not meet Medicare 
criteria or do not have insurance. 

Hoag Lung Nodule Service
This service is designed specifically for those individuals that may have been told they have an incidental 
nodule and are concerned, needing guidance on their next step.

How do I schedule an appointment?
If your physician has referred you for a low-dose CT scan, please call 949-764-5573 to schedule your 
imaging appointment.

If you would like to connect with Hoag’s Lung Cancer Screening & Nodule Service, please call 888-835-8772. 

For more information and to determine your risk,  
please visit www.hoag.org/lungcancerdetection  

or call 949-7-CANCER (722-6237).


